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THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA 



THE ASSOCIATION MEETING. 

The twenty-sixth annual meeting of the Modern Lan- 
guage Association of Amebica was held at Princeton 
University, Princeton, ST. J., December 28, 29, 30, in 
accordance with the following invitation : 

Pbinoeton Univebsity. 

Princeton, K. J., December 6, 1907. 
Pbofessob C. H. Gbandgent, 

Secretary of the Modern Language Association of America. 

My dear Sir: — 

I write, on behalf of my colleagues of the Modern Language 
and English Departments of Princeton University, to express the 
hope that the Modern Language Association will meet in Princeton 
in the winter of 1908. 

Hoping that you will urge this invitation upon the Association 
in every proper way, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Woodeow Wilson, 

President. 

All the sessions were held in McOosh Hall. Professor 
F. M. Warren, President of the Association, presided 
at all. 

The railways offered reduced rates, but the members in 
attendance failed to present a sufficient number of certifi- 
cates. 
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FIRST SESSION, MONDAY, DECEMBER 28. 

The Association met at 2.40 p. m. The session was 
opened by an address of welcome from President Woodrow 
Wilson. 

The Secretary of the Association, Professor C. H. 
Grandgent, submitted as his report the published Pro- 
ceedings of the last annual meeting and the complete vol- 
ume of the Publications of the Association for 1908. 

The report was approved. 

The Secretary transmitted the following communication 
from the Association of American Universities, concerning 
a vote past by the Modern Language Association on De- 
cember 26, 1907 (see Proceedings for 1907, p. xii) : 

Habvabd Univeesitt, May 21, 1908. 

Dear Professor Grandgent: 

The following is an extract from the minutes of the meeting of 
the Executive Committee of The Association of American Universi- 
ties, held on Thursday, May 7th, at New York: 

" In the matter of the resolution adopted by the Modern Language 
Association of America, and submitted to The Association of Ameri- 
can Universities with a request that action be taken, which was 
referred with power to the Executive Committee — 

Resolved, that it is desirable to adopt some plan of obvi- 
ating as far as possible the duplication of work in doctoral 
theses intended for publication — 

it was, on motion, resolved that, in view of the attitude of the 
delegates at the last meeting of The Association of American Uni- 
versities, that it would be unwise to take up this question, no action 
be taken thereon." 

The reasons for this action are set forth in full in Professor W. 
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H. Carpenter's letter to you dated January 15, 1908. I regret that 
I am unable to report more favorably in the premises. 

Very truly yours, 

Joseph Wabeen, 

for Harvard University, Secretary, 

The Association of American Universities. 

The above mentioned letter from Professor W. H. Car- 
penter is as follows : 

Columbia Univebsity, January 15, 1908. 

Pbofessob C. H. Gbandgent, 

Secretary, Modern Language Association, 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Professor Grandgent: 

At the conference of the Association of American Universities 
held in Ann Arbor January ninth and tenth, the resolution of the 
Modern Language Association communicated to me in your letter 
of December 28 was duly submitted to the Association for such 
action as it should desire to take. The matter brought forth con- 
siderable discussion, some of it entirely adverse to any action what- 
soever in the premises by the Association of American Universities. 
It was the opinion of some of the members that the matter of 
publication of dissertation titles as proposed did not come really 
within the provenience of the Association. Our single publication is 
the annual report of the proceedings, which has thus far been simply 
what it purports to be, an account of the annual meeting. It was 
felt that it was hardly proper to burden the scope of this publi- 
cation by admitting extraneous matter of any character, particularly 
since it would entail a considerable expense to publish these titles. 
It was suggested that the Carnegie Institution would be a proper 
place to which to take this proposition since they already publish 
historical titles along similar lines. Ultimately the whole matter 
was referred to the Executive Committee of the Association with 
power. I would say, however, that the action of the Executive 
Committee is not apt to be favorable to the proposition, and it is 
more than probable that they will turn it down for the reasons that 
I have already specified. 
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I take the opportunity of communicating this action to you at this 
time since it may be important to do something else with it at the 
earliest possible moment. 

Yours very truly, 

Wm. H. Carpenter. 

On behalf of the Executive Council, the Secretary nomi- 
nated the following gentlemen for honorary membership: 

Alessandro D'Ancona, Professor of Italian Literature, 
University of Pisa. 

Francesco D'Ovidio, Professor of Romance Languages, 
University of Naples. 

Francesco Novati, Professor of Romance Literature, 
University of Milan. 

They were unanimously elected. 

On motion of the Secretary, it was 

Voted, That the Secretary of the Central Division re- 
ceive from the Association an annual salary of $75. 

This amount was chosen as being the equivalent of 
$100 for each of the three out of four years that the 
Division Secretary has charge of a program. 

The Secretary suggested the expediency of expressing 
an opinion on two questions to which other learned bodies 
are now giving their attention: (1) cooperation with the 
Carnegie Institute in the publication of literary and philo- 
logical studies; (2) the abolition of the tariff on books 
and other means of education. After discussion by Pro- 
fessors E. C. Armstrong, C. W. Hodell, H. E. Greene, and 
Dr. J. D. Fitz-Gerald, it was voted that committees be 
appointed by the chair to draw up resolutions on these two 
subjects. The President named, for the first, Professors 
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H. A. Todd, L. F. Mott, and H. E. Greene; for the second, 
Professors G. Gruener, C. B. Wright, and J. E. Spingarn. 
The committees were instructed to report on Wednesday 
morning. 

The Treasurer of the Association, Mr. W. G. Howard, 
suhmitted the following report : 

Receipts. 



Balance on hand, December 26, 1907, 




. 


. 


$2,846 26 


From Members, Life, . 


$ 


40 00 






" " for 1905, . 




6 00 






" " " 1906, . 




15 00 






" " " 1907, . 




132 00 






" " " 1908, . 


2,178 33 






" " " 1909, . 




144 35 






" " " 1910, . 




3 00 


,518 68 






$>t 




From Libraries for Vols. VIII-XX, 


$ 


79 20 






" " " " XXI, . 




7 30 






" " " XXII, . 




7 50 






" " " " XXIII, . 




124 20 






a « « xxrv, . 




64 85 
$ 


283 05 




For Publications, Vols. X-XX, 


$ 


13 70 






" " " XXI, 




9 30 






" " XXII, . 




13 83 






" " " XXIII, . 




46 00 


82 83 
3 75 




For Reprints, Vol. XXIII, . 




V 




From Advertisers, Vol. XXII, . 


$ 


128 00 






" " " xxm, . 




60 00 


188 00 




For Postage Stamps, 






1 00 




Interest, Eutaw Savings Bank, 


? 


50 40 






" Cambridge Savings Bank, 




33 54 






" Cambridge Trust Co., 




25 13 


109 07 


3,186 38 
















$6,032 64 
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Expenditures. 



To Secretary for Salary, 
" Postage, 
" " " Typewriting, 

" " " Proof-reading, 

" " Printing, . 

" Expressage, 

To Treasurer for Salary, 
" " " Clerical Work, 

" " " Printing, . 

" " " Postage, . 

" " " Expressage, 

For Printing Publications, 

Vol. XXIII, No. 1, . 

" XXIII, " 2, . 

" XXIII, " 3, . 

" XXIII, " 4, . 



400 00 

43 30 

1 65 

6 50 

41 05 

3 90 



200 00 

16 50 

79 63 

18 14 

50 

428 21 
449 56 
566 02 
559 91 



$ 496 40 



$ 314 77 



For Printing Program 26th Annual Meeting, 

To Secretary Central Division for Printing and 

Postage, 

Exchange, 



Balance on hand 
Dec. 26, 1908, 



id f 

; . 1 



Eutaw Savings Bank, 
Cambridge Savings Bank, 
" Trust Co., 



$2,003 70 
$ 78 69 

72 17 
11 38 

$1,490 50 
864 52 
700 51 



$2,977 11 

3,055 53 
$6,032 34 



The President of the Association, Professor F. M. War- 
ren, appointed the following committees: 

(1) To audit the Treasurer's report: Professors J. 
Geddes and J. D. Bruner. 

(2) To nominate officers: Professors F. N. Scott, C. 
von Klenze, and W. W. Comfort. 



The reading of papers was then hegun. 
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1. " Chaucer's Legend of Medea." By Professor 
Robert K. Root, of Princeton University. [See Pub- 
lications, xxiv, 1.] 

[The lines in the Man of Law's Prologue which purport to refer 
to Chaucer's Legend of Medea are based on a passage in the Roman 
de la Rose. This and other considerations tend to show that, when 
the Man of Law's Prologue was composed, the Legend of Medea had 
not yet been written. If so, the latter work must be dated later 
than 1390. Such a date involves several conclusions which concern 
the Legend of Good Women as a whole. — Twenty minutes.'] 

2. " An Unpublished Collection of Old French Fables." 
By Professor Murray P. Brush, of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. [See Publications, xxiv, 3.] 

[Ysopet III of Paris, an Old French fable collection hitherto un- 
published. Description of the manuscript, its date and provenience. 
Form and source of the collection. Its place in relation to other 
collections in Old French. Considerations upon the text of the 
fables. — Twenty-five minutes.] 

3. " Goethe's Homunculus, a Study in Faust Criti- 
cism." By Professor Karl D. Jessen, of Bryn Mawr 
College. 

[While Goethe himself left no doubt as to the interpretation of 
Euphorion, his testimony regarding Homunculus is scanty and vague. 
Consequently the number of attempts to interpret the symbolical 
meaning of the latter is appallingly large. The paper endeavored 
to demonstrate that out of the difficulty there is a way, hinted at 
by Goethe in his schematic outlines of the second part of Faust. — 
Twenty minutes.] 

4. " The Results of Mrs. Macdonald's Discoveries re- 
garding Jean Jacques Rousseau." By Professor Albert 
Schinz, of Bryn Mawr College. 

[Summary of the discoveries: (1) falsification of original Epinay 
M4moires; (2) second alteration of the Mimowes before printing; 
(3) misstatements of scholars regarding the reliability of the pub- 
lisht M4moires. — Discussion of Ritter's position that there are no 
proofs of Grimm's part in the falsifications mentioned above. — Ques- 
tion of children. Problem of insanity. — Twenty minutes.] 
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5. "The Purport of Lyly's Endimion." By Dr. 

Percy W. Long, of Cambridge, Mass. [See Publications, 

xxiv, 1.] 

[An impersonal allegory of courtly love, hitherto unexplained, ac- 
counts for the oddities in Lyly's Endimion which led Halpin to 
assume the existence of a personal allegory. 

Cynthia = Heavenly Beauty 

Tellus = Earthly Beauty 

Endimion = Heavenly, or Platonic, love 

Corsites = Earthly, or Sensual, love. — Fifteen minutes.] 

6. " MUricfs Legend of St. Swithin." By Professor 

Gordon Hall Gerould, of Princeton University. [See 

Anglia, 1ST. F. xx, pp. 347-357.] 

[The work on which iElfric based his account of St. Swithin was 
written in 981 by Lantfred, a monk of Winchester. Two redactions 
of this are extant, one of them, however, only in a condensed form. 
It was the original of this version which iElfric, writing some six- 
teen years afterwards and in the same monastery, adapted and 
translated. His legend has value in determining the original form 
of Lantfred's work and furnishes independent evidence as to the 
growth of the Swithin cult. — Fifteen minutes.'] 

At 8.30 p. m. the Association met in Room 10, McCosh 
Hall, to hear an address by Professor Frederick Morris 
Warren, President of the Association, entitled " A Plea 
for the Study of Medieval Latin." 

After the address, the members and guests of the Asso- 
ciation were received by President and Mrs. Wilson . at 
their residence. 

SECOND SESSION, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

The session began at 9.40 a. m. 

7. " The Poetry of Sully Prudhomme." By Professor 
E. P. Dargan, of the University of Virginia. 



PROCEEDINGS FOR 1908. xi 

[His manner of life and character. Tenderness, nobility, and 
melancholy his chief traits. A metaphysician malgre' lui. Hence, 
he represents two types of poetry, the sentimental and the reflective. 
Some examples. Other sporadic types. Technique and individuality 
— the Testament Poe'tique. His enduring qualities, his creed, and 
place in the latter-day choir. — Twenty minutes.] 

8. " Milton and the Eevival of the Sonnet." By Dr. 

Raymond D. Havens, of the University of Rochester. 

[The differences between the sonnets of Milton and those of the 
Elizabethans and Italians. — Few sonnets written between 1660 and 
1742. — The ignorance on the part of eighteenth century writers of 
most Elizabethan literature. — The low opinion held of Shakspere's 
and Spenser's sonnets by those who knew them. — In consequence, the 
slight influence of these poems during the period. — Milton's great 
popularity in the latter part of the century. The vogue of the 
minor poems began only a few years before the revival of the sonnet. 
— The probable connection between the two. — The early sonneteers 
were admirers and imitators of Milton. — Their high opinion of his 
sonnets. — A detailed examination of the leading eighteenth century 
sonneteers, including Wordsworth, showing that their work was 
unlike that of the Elizabethans or Italians but resembles closely that 
of Milton. — Fifteen minutes.] 

9. " A Definition of Petrarchismo." By Dr. John 
Milton Berdan, of Yale University. [See Publications, 
xxiv, 4.] 

[Petrarchismo differentiated from Petrarchism. Petrarch the first. 
Two distinct types of Italian Petrarchismo, that of the quattro- 
centisti of the cinquecentisti. Its arrival in England, its develop- 
ment in France, its flourishing period in England. Conclusions 
to be deduced. — Twenty minutes.] 

10. " Chauvin (Chauvinisme — Calvin, Cauvin) : Truth 
and Fiction in the Story of its Origin." By Professor A. 
Marshall Elliott, of the Johns Hopkins University. In 
the absence of the author, selections from this paper were 
read by Professor E. C. Armstrong. 

[Opinions of lexicographers differ greatly as to the origin of the 
term Chauvin, in its more general and original acceptation as ex- 
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pressing an exaggerated patriotism. They all suppose it to have 
been originally a proper name but they are at variance as to the 
channel, the mode and means by which this proper name came to 
denote a vain-glorious amor patriw. One class of writers has strug- 
gled to generalize the meagre results of their investigations in regard 
to the word; another class has been equally strenuous in giving the 
most precise details, often purely imaginary, in support of their 
contention, while still a third class has sought to straddle the diffi- 
culty by combining two or more sometimes equally objectionable, 
or even impossible, modes of derivation. Four principal theories 
have been held, and some of them are still held, as to the origin 
of Chauvin; history of these theories. — Ten minutes.] 

11. " The Influence of Salvator Rosa in English Lit- 
erature of the Eighteenth Century." By Professor E. E. 
Hale, Jr., of Union College. 

[The love of nature arising in England in the eighteenth century 
found satisfaction largely in the beautiful and the charming, in the 
beauty of the grove and the plain. The delight in the fierce and 
the wild aspects of nature, later called picturesque and romantic, 
was in several cases suggested or stimulated by the sentiment of the 
landscape of Salvator Rosa.] 

This paper was discust by Professors C. H. Grandgent 
and F. 1ST. Scott. 

12. " Possneck and Hermann und Dorothea." By 

Professor Charles Julius Kullmer, of Syracuse University. 

[The materials concerning the relation of Goethe to PSssneck and 
the resemblances between the poem and local conditions, which ap- 
pared in the monograph, Possneck the Scene of ' Hermann und Doro- 
thea,' were supplemented by materials since obtained by further 
research in the city archives; and a criticism of the results, which 
had not been attempted in the monograph, was given. — A twenty 
minute abstract.] 

[At the close of this session there was a meeting of 
the Concordance Society.] 
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THIRD SESSION, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

The session began at 2.45 p. m. 

The following telegraphic message from the Central 
Division was received and read by the Secretary: 

The members of the Central Division, meeting in Chicago, extend 
to the parent body hearty congratulations on the completion of a 
quarter of a century of increasingly successful endeavors. 

Chables Bundy Wilson, 

Secretary. 

The reading of papers was resumed. 

13. " French Poetry for English Keaders." By Pro- 
fessor Brander Matthews, of Columbia University. [See 
The Forum, February, 1909.] 

[English readers often find French poetry less satisfying than 
German or Italian. Three reasons suggested for this. First, the 
extreme clarity of the French language. Second, the absence of 
pronounced rhythm in French verse. Third, the fact that words 
primary in appeal to the French often seem secondary to us. — 
Twenty minutes.] 

14. " The Facts of Pierre Du Kyer's Life." By Pro- 
fessor H. Carrington Lancaster, of Amherst College. 

[Position held by Du Ryer among French dramatists of the seven- 
teenth century. Sources of information regarding him. Documents 
with his signature in the Bibliotheque Nationale. Evidence that 
he was the son of Isaac Du Ryer and had become secretaire du roi 
as early as 1621. Events of his life as a dramatist and translator. 
— Fifteen minutes.'] 

15. " The United States in European Literature." 
By Professor Camillo von Klenze, of Brown University. 

[The evolution of the attitude of Europe towards the United States 
furnishes an interesting comment on the attitude towards life in 
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the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In the eighteenth century, 
the Roussellian love for savages and wild nature joined during the 
American Revolution with the newly arisen democratic fervor and 
love for the simple life to make America appear as the very embodi- 
ment of the highest human aspirations (Schiller, Kant, Goethe, 
especially Chateaubriand). With waning Romanticism a reaction 
sets in (Lenau, Dickens, Kurnberger, etc.) In the second half of 
the nineteenth century, the Civil War and the writings of Emerson 
and others reveal to Europe a different side of American life; and 
towards the end of the century, the rise of Industrialism and the 
Spanish War compel attention. At the close of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, for the first time a critical study of the United States is 
undertaken (Bryce, Polenz, Mflnsterberg, Lamprecht, and others). — 
Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Professors H. Wood, A. 
Schinz, M. D. Learned, and K. D. Jessen. 

16. " The Beginnings of Byronism in Spain." By 

Professor Philip H. Churchman, of Clark College. 

[Byronism comes later in Spain than in Prance. Periodicals show 
little knowledge of Byron's verse before 1835; but thereafter we 
find them publishing occasional translations. Versions in book form 
are most abundant in 1828-30, all in prose and based on French trans- 
lations. The earliest direct literary translations were probably Da 
Francisca Larrea's Manfred and Heredia's short pieces; — Twenty 
minutes.] 

17. " The Moors in Spanish Popular Poetry before 
1600." By Professor William Wistar Comfort, of Haver- 
ford College. 

[A study of the Moors as portrayed in the Poema del Oid, Poema 
de Fernan Qonc&les, and the romances (Duran's collection). Com- 
parisons with the Saracens of the French epic and of the Italian 
court epic. The progress from realism to artistic romance is briefly 
reviewed from the Oid to Ariosto. This paper was intended to form 
part of a more extensive study of the r6le of the Saracens in medieval 
Christian poetry. — Twenty minutes.'] 

[At the close of this session there was a meeting of the 
American Dialect Society.] 
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In the evening the gentlemen of the Association were 
entertained in the grill-room of the Princeton Inn. A 
smoke talk was given by Ex-President Francis Landey 
Patton. 

The ladies of the Association were entertained by Mrs. 
W. U. Vreeland. 

FOURTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30. 

The fourth session began at 9.45 a. m. 

In the absence of Professor J. W. Cunliffe, who was in 
attendance at the Central Division meeting, Professor H. 
A. Todd presented the report of the Committee on the 
Reproduction of Early Texts: 

The Association at its last joint meeting appointed Professors 
Cunliffe (Wisconsin), Gayley (California), Kittredge (Harvard), 
Manly (Chicago), and Todd (Columbia) as a Committee to pro- 
mote: — (1) the acquisition of photographic reproductions of early 
texts in modern European languages by American University Li- 
braries; (2) the circulation of index cards of reproductions so 
acquired; (3) the cataloguing of original texts prior to 1660 in 
public and private libraries in the United States and Canada. With 
regard to the first aim here set forth, the Committee has confined 
itself to spreading information as to how photographic reproduc- 
tions can be obtained, leaving the responsibility of ordering them 
to the libraries or individuals interested. The main energies of the 
Committee have been given to arranging for the publication of index 
cards of reproductions at present in American libraries and acquired 
from time to time. Some difficulty was experienced at the outset 
as to what texts should be included in the scheme, and after con- 
sultation with Mr. William C. Lane, Librarian of Harvard Univer- 
sity, it was decided to restrict its scope to the following classes: — 

A. Reproductions of manuscripts. 

1. Published commercially in a considerable number of 
copies. 

2. Reproduced in single or very few copies, on individual 
orders. 

11 
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B. Reproductions of early printed texts, reproduced in single or 
very few copies on individual orders. 

Reproductions of early printed texts printed commercially in a 
considerable number of copies were, after careful consideration, ex- 
cluded, on the ground that their inclusion would add greatly to 
the cost of the index cards without proportionately increasing their 
usefulness: A sufficient number of subscriptions was obtained by 
the Committee to induce the American Library Association to 
undertake the printing of the index cards, and the Committee wishes 
to express its indebtedness to the A. L. A. Publishing Board and 
its officials for the kindly and helpful interest they have taken in 
the project. It is hoped that further subscriptions to the series 
of index cards will be obtained, as in course of time this will prove 
of substantial assistance to those engaged in research work in the 
modern European languages. The cards are issued by the A. L. 
A. Board at cost price, about three cents a title (two cards each). 
The expense of subscribing for the titles now in hand will not be 
more than $3.00, and the annual amount is likely to be less than 
that for many years to come. 

John W. Cunxiffe, 

Chairman. 

Professor Todd exhibited specimens of the cards. The 
report was adopted. 

A report from the Committee of Fifteen was presented 
by the Chairman, Professor L. A. Loiseaux. This Com- 
mittee was appointed by the Executive Council, — in ac- 
cordance with a vote past by the Association on December 
28, 1906, — to " devise a uniform system of grammatical 
terminology . . . and report to the Association at its next 
meeting or as soon as practicable thereafter." The Com- 
mittee was also instructed " to recommend such changes 
as may be needed in the lists of text-books suggested by 
the Association in its report," i. e., the Eeport of the 
Committee of Twelve. See Proceedings for 1906, p. xii. 
This second duty was imposed on the Committee in re- 
sponse to a request from the College Entrance Examina- 
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tion Board, and the Committee's report related to this 
matter alone. 

The report comprised a proposed course in Spanish and 
six long lists of books for the Elementary, Intermediate, 
and Advanced grades of French and German. After a 
protracted discussion, in which Professors E. W. Olmsted, 
M. P. Whitney, L. E. Mott, 0. H. Grandgent, M. V. 
Young, J. D. Bruner, J. E. Ooar, W. M. Hervey, and 
Mr. W. D. Head participated, it was voted, on motion of 
Professor Olmsted, that the report be referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of the Chairman of the Committee of 
Eifteen and such other members of that Committee as he 
may select. 

On behalf of the same Committee, Professor Loiseaux 
offered this resolution: 

Resolved, That it is desirable to establish an optional test in 
pronunciation and ability to understand the foreign language, as 
a part of the college entrance examination, and that additional 
credit be given for such ability. 

After discussion, the Association voted against the adop- 
tion of the resolution in this form. Mr. W. D. Head then 
suggested a different wording: 

Resolved, That it is desirable to establish a test in pronunciation 
and ability to understand the foreign language, as part of the 
college entrance examination. 

And the resolution was adopted. 

The Committee appointed for that purpose at the first 
session presented this resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the chair to 
consult with the Carnegie Institution in regard to the advisability 
of bringing about a closer relation between that Institution and 
the various associations of scholars in the United States devoted 
to the study of literary and philological topics. 
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The resolution was adopted. The President, Professor 
P. M. Warren, appointed as members of the committee: 
Professors 0. H. Grandgent, H. A. Todd, W. U. Vreeland, 
0. F. Emerson, A. E. Hohlfeld. 

The committee created at the first session to draw up a 
resolution on the tariff offered the following: 

Resolved, ( 1 ) That the Modern Language Association of America, 
representing the scholars and teachers of the modern languages and 
literatures in the schools and colleges of the United States, believing 
that the present tariff laws, with their import duties upon works 
of art, books printed in foreign countries, and scientific apparatus, 
impose an unjust burden upon scientific work in this country and 
act as an obstacle to the advancement of learning and general 
culture, while accomplishing little as regards the end for which 
such laws are framed, respectfully petition the Congress of the 
United States, in the proposed revision of the tariff laws, to remove 
the existing duties upon works of art and their reproductions, 
including photographs, upon all books printed in foreign countries, 
and upon scientific instruments intended for the private use of 
investigators. 

(2) That the Association instruct its Secretary to communicate 
to Congress, at the proper time and through the proper channels, 
a copy of these resolutions. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. [A copy of 
it was sent by the Secretary, on January 7, to the Hon. 
Sereno Payne, Chairman of the House Committee on 
Ways and Means.] 

On motion of Professor Spingarn, it was 

Voted, That a committee of five be appointed by the Chair to 
consider the advisability of extending the scope of the Publications 
of the Association, and to report to the Association at its next 
annual meeting. 

The President, Professor P. M. Warren, appointed as 
members of this committee: Professors J. E. Spingarn, 
B. L. Bowen, E. C. Armstrong, C. B. Wilson, P. N". Scott. 
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The Auditing Committee reported that the Treasurer's 
report was found correct, and recommended its acceptance. 
The recommendation was adopted. 

On motion of the Secretary, it was 

Voted, That in the event of the absence of the Secretary during 
the years 1909-10, the Treasurer be authorized to act as Secretary. 

The Nominating Committee reported the following 
nominations : 

President : Marion Dexter Learned, University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

First Vice-President: Gustav Gruener, Tale University. 

Second Vice-President: Everett Ward Olmsted, Cornell 
University. 

Third Vice-President: William Allan Neilson, Harvard 
University. 

The candidates nominated were unanimously elected 
officers of the Association. 

On motion of Professor H. E. Greene, it was unani- 
mously 

Resolved, That the members of the Modern Language Association 
of America wish to express to the authorities of Princeton University 
and to the Local Committee their hearty appreciation of the admi- 
rable provision for the comfort and entertainment of the Association; 
to thank President and Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Vreeland, and the officers 
and members of the Nassau Club, for their hospitality to the mem- 
bers of the Association ; and to record their gratitude to Ex-President 
Patton for his delightfully suggestive and stimulating talk on 
Tuesday evening. 

[Copies of this resolution were sent to all the persons 
mentioned.] 
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The reading of papers was resumed. 

18. "A Recently Discovered Fragment of an Old 
French Life of Julius Caesar." By Professor Henry 
A. Todd, of Columbia University. [See Publications, 
xxiv, 4.] 

[This fragment was unearthed in a second-hand book store in New 
York, the parchment serving as lining to the board binding of a 
sixteenth century Latin text. It is different from the hitherto 
known lives of Caesar, and not without interest. — Five minutes.] 

19. " ' Amore e Monna Lagia e Guido ed Io : ' a New 

Interpretation of the Sonnet by Guido Cavalcanti." By 

Dr. James E. Shaw, of the Johns Hopkins University. 

[The interpretation, — which is bast on information obtained from 
the poetical correspondence of Cavalcanti with Dante and Guido 
Orlandi, from the ballata of Lapo Gianni, " gentil donna cortese e 
di bonaire," and from that of Guido Orlandi, " Come servo fran- 
cato," — is as follows: — Lapo Gianni (the " ser costui " of this 
sonnet) has more than once boasted of his amorous relation to 
Lagia, without caring to conceal her name, and has so proved him- 
self unworthy of the traditions and ideals of the " dolce stil nuovo." 
For this reason she has withdrawn from him. The poet is here con- 
gratulating Lagia, Orlandi, and himself on the severance of their 
various connexion with the unworthy love of Lapo. The " cui," 
" lui," and " elli " of verses 3, 6, and 8, respectively, refer to that 
unworthy love personified. The last verse is an ironical reference 
to Cavalcanti's own interest in Lagia. — Fifteen minutes.'] 

20. "Beowulf and the Saga of Hrolf Kraki." By 
Professor William W. Lawrence, of Columbia University, 
[See Publications, xxiv, 1.] 

[Contrary to the recently publisht theory of Axel Olrik (Dan- 
marks Eeltedigtning, I), the paper aimed to show that there may 
well be a connection between Beowulf's contest with Grendel and 
BSSvar Bjarki's fight with the monster at the court of Hrolf Kraki. 
The attempt was made to define the relation between these two 
versions of the episode and those in Saxo Grammaticus and the 
Bjariarimur. It is believed that this will throw some light on the 
problem of origins. This discussion leads naturally to an attack 
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on certain current theories as to the evolution of the material in 
the poem.— A ten-minute summary. ] 

21. "The First Book Printed in England and its 

Source." By Professor Ernest E. Langley, of Dartmouth 

College. 

[This paper traced rapidly the history of the derivation and for- 
tunes of the collection of maxims publisht in England by Caxton in 
1477 under the title of Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers. — 
Translation into English and printing of the Dictes. — The French 
version and its author, Guillaume de Thignonville. — Its popularity 
in Prance. — The Latin original and its famous compiler, Giovanni 
da Procida. — General comparison of the English version with the 
Latin. — Fifteen minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Dr. H. N. MacCracken. 

22. " The Influence of the Translation Technique of 
J. H. Voss on Goethe's Hexameter." By Professor Clar- 
ence W. Eastman, of Amherst College. [To appear in 
Publications, xxv, 2.] 

[Internal evidence corroborates Goethe's own admission of his 
admiration for the metrical technique of Johann Heinrich Voss. 
Certain formulae and words that lent themselves to the dactylic 
hexameter were borrowed by Goethe from Voss's translation of 
Homer. Vergleichbar, wo er zu ruhen gewohnt war, hoohherzig, 
trat er an ihn heran, etc., belong to this group. Other formulas 
probably borrowed by Voss from Klopstock and Stolberg and de- 
veloped by him into mannerisms appear in Goethe's hexameter. — 
Twenty minutes.] 

23. " Fortune's Wheel in the Roman de la Rose." By 
Professor Stanley L. Galpin, of Amherst College. [See 
Publications, xxiv, 2.] 

[In the Roman art and literature the wheel is used as a symbol 
of Fortune's mutability. Medieval art and literature give it an 
allegorical and practical significance. Guillaume de Lorris treats 
the wheel conventionally, while Jean de Meung gives it strange forms 
unknown to his sources. — Fifteen minutes.] 



XX11 MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 

This paper was discust by Mr. S. L. Wolff and Professor 
C. H. Grandgent. 

FIFTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30. 

The fifth and last session began at 2.50 p. m. 

24. " The Fabliau in English Literature." By Pro- 
fessor G. H. McKnight, of the Ohio State University. 

[The term fabliau has been inaccurately used by many eminent 
writers. Only within recent years has the literary genre found satis- 
factory definition. Fabliaux handle stories derived in great part 
from popular tradition. Many of the fabliau themes handled by 
Chaucer and others circulate to-day in popular story. Many of the 
fabliau stories have been made use of by dramatists. In later 
English literature fabliau and fable have been confused. Many 
fabliau themes have found a place in the jest-book collections. But 
in general the ballad form has been the one in which in later English 
literature such stories have been handled. Such humorous tales 
in verse as Burns's Tarn O'Shanter and Byron's Beppo are not true 
fabliaux. About the latest true fabliau in English is Allen Ramsay's 
The Monk and the Miller's Wife. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Dr. H. S. Canby. 

25. " The Collaboration of Webster and Dekker." By 
Dr. Frederick E. Pierce, of Tale University. [See Yale 
Studies in English, xxxvn.] 

[Webster consistently uses the Latin element of our language much 
more than Dekker. Some scenes in the collaborated plays show the 
same relatively large percentage of Latin words as Webster; others 
show the low ratio of these words consistently used by Dekker. The 
results of this test are supported by numerous parallel passages, 
numerous similarities of incident, by considerations of characteri- 
zation and general atmosphere, and by metrical tests and the use 
of dialect where these can be applied. — Twenty minutes.] 

26. " Tennyson's Idylls of the King as Epic and as 
Drama." By Dr. Percy A. Hutchison, of Harvard 
University. 
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[Roughly speaking, every epic poem is an epic either of action or 
of thought. The Odyssey is primarily an epic of action; the Para- 
dise Lost, primarily an epic of thought. Epics of the first type 
derive their unity from the dominating personality of some character 
who is more or less constantly present; those of the second, from 
the fundamental theme which it is their purpose to develop. This 
theme may or may not be definitely stated. Milton's epic derives 
its unity, not from the presence either of Satan or of Adam; the 
Paradise Lost has unity because it is a consistent attempt to " justify 
the ways of God to men." Except for the fact that Milton develops 
his theological thesis concretely rather than abstractly, Paradise 
Lost would be as near akin to the De Rerum Natura as it is to the 
Odyssey. In the Idylls of the King, the personality of Arthur is far 
too shadowy to weld the separate poems into an epic of action, the 
idealistic thesis of the Holy Grail not worked out sufficiently to weld 
them into an epic of thought. But the Idylls are concerned not 
merely with the story of Arthur; they are concerned also, and per- 
haps much more, with the drama of Lancelot and Guinevere. But 
just as Tennyson has failed to give us true epic, so also has he 
failed to give us true drama; what he has given us is drama with 
epic background. Drama and epic come together in the human- 
spiritual ending of the Guinevere. Thus the Idylls form an original 
genre, Epic-Drama. — Twenty minutes.'] 

27. " A Prospective Edition of the Chanson de Ro- 
land." By Professor P. B. Luquiens, of Yale University. 
[See Transactions of the Connecticut Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, sv.] 

[The writer of this paper is preparing a new edition of the 
Roland. Edmund Stengel's edition is unsatisfactory because it is 
based upon an incorrect conception of the interrelations of the manu- 
scripts. The correct formula for reconstructing the original Roland 
is that of Theodor Muller: the Oxford text must not be changed 
except in cases of absolute necessity. In his edition, however, Muller 
does not adhere to his formula: in some instances, as in the arrange- 
ment of strophes xx to xxv, he deviates from the Oxford text without 
good reason; in others, as in the retention of the " Baligant Episode," 
he does not deviate, but should do so. The prospective edition will 
show strict adherence to Muller's formula. — Twenty minutes.'] 

This paper was discust by Professor H. Craig. 

The Association adjourned at 4.30 p. m. 



